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The year 2015 marks the 50th anniversary of ERLACS – European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies | Revista Europea de Estudios Latinoamericanos y del Caribe. The first issue was published in April 1965. Since then, ERLACS has appeared steadily twice a year (either in April and October, or in June and December), gradually expanding in size and reach. While starting as a bulletin for institutional news, from 1975 its main content has consisted of academic articles subject to blind peer review. Over the years other elements were added: book reviews and review essays as well as ‘Explorations’ and ‘Sources for Latin American Research’, all written by hundreds of scholars based in Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, North America and elsewhere in the world. In the first four decades of its publication, its readership depended on the print edition of the journal, of around 700 copies, but since its open access online publication from 94 (2013) April, ERLACS has been able to greatly expand its reach and accessibility.
	In what follows, we offer a short overview of the journal’s history, but first it needs mentioning that this history is intimately related to that of its hosting institution: the Centre for Latin American Research and Documentation (CEDLA) based in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. CEDLA was created in 1964 as an interuniversity centre to promote Latin American Studies in the Netherlands, Europe and beyond. In addition to research and teaching by its staff members, this was done through its academic publications and CEDLA’s library. While CEDLA has also successfully hosted a book series (the CEDLA Latin America Studies, CLAS, currently published by Berghahn Books) and the ‘Cuadernos del CEDLA’ series, for the purpose of academic networking the journal is arguably the most prominent publication, allowing CEDLA to connect worldwide to numerous universities, research centres and individual researchers and students. In addition, through the exchange of ERLACS with journals of sister institutions throughout the world (see Figure 1), CEDLA was able to build a unique international collection of around 500 academic journals on Latin American and Caribbean Studies, including many originating from this region. Especially in the pre-Internet era, this was an exceptional asset that helped CEDLA’s library to become Europe’s second largest collection of material on Latin America.[endnoteRef:1] [1: Notes
 The CEDLA library has a collection of more than 80,000 books and 500 current journals, extensive archive material on microfilm, and many reference works and bibliographies. The collection can be searched through the central catalogue of the University of Amsterdam: http://opc.uva.nl/ .] 

INSERT:  Figure 1. Postcard used in early days for the exchange of journals (‘canje)
Over the course of its fifty years, the journal experienced several transformations, with the most visible changes  being those of format and name[endnoteRef:2] (for a discussion of the main themes and topics over the past two decades, see the article by Michiel Baud in this issue). The first issue, published in April 1965, carried the name: Boletín informativo sobre estudios latinoamericanos en Europa (see Figure 2). The first few issues, of around 16 pages each, very briefly presented ongoing European research on Latin America. Its content consisted of a list of planned and realized publications, subdivided into specific disciplines, to which indexes of the related European researchers, institutions and countries were added. The first issues were in Spanish and Portuguese, with Spanish as the main language. In 1970, when the journal’s name was changed to Boletín de Estudios Latinoamericanos (1970-1973, issues 10-15), the journal started to publish two articles per issue in either Spanish or English. [2:  The complete archive of all ERLACS issues and its previous titles back to No. 1, April, 1965 is available online at the JSTOR digital archive:
Boletín informativo sobre estudios latinoamericanos en Europa (1965-1969) nos. 1-9 http://www.jstor.org/journal/boleinfosobrestu
Boletín de Estudios Latinoamericanos, (1970-1973) nos. 10-15 http://www.jstor.org/journal/boleestulati
Boletín de Estudios Latinoamericanos y del Caribe (1974-1989) nos. 16-46, ISSN 0304-2634 http://www.jstor.org/journal/boleestulaticari 
European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies | Revista Europea de Estudios Latinoamericanos y del Caribe, 47 (1989) December – current, ISSN 0924-0608; eISSN 1879-4750 http://www.jstor.org/journal/revieuroestulati ] 
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From 1974 onwards, the journal expanded its scope to include the Caribbean, and was called Boletín de Estudios Latinoamericanos y del Caribe (1974-1989, issues 16-46). Furthermore, it became a full scholarly journal with an editorial board. Each issue consisted of four or more research-based articles and several book reviews, while the overview of European publications on the region was presented in a few pages at the end. While authors based in the Netherlands dominated in the first issues, soon the authorship of the journal internationalized. Occasionally, a special issue presented articles on a particular theme. This started in 1975 with issue 18 on regional history to honour the Dutch historian Bernard Slicher van Bath, which with 166 pages was also the first issue exceeding a hundred pages (see Figure 3).
[INSERT: Figure 3. ToC first large issue: Julio de 1975]
In December 1989, with issue 47, the journal was renamed and received the title it carries today: European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies | Revista Europea de Estudios Latinoamericanos y del Caribe. During the 1990s, ‘Explorations’ and review essays were introduced, allowing for greater variety in the presentation and discussion of academic ideas, work and output. From this period onwards, the editorial board has explicitly aimed at publishing articles that reflect substantial empirical research and/or are theoretically innovative with respect to major debates within the fields of the social sciences and history. In 2002, when CEDLA hosted the international conference of the European Council for Social Research in Latin America (CEISAL), the journal presented a special issue on Trends and Topics in Latin American Studies in Europe (see Figure 4). In general, however, the journal continued to further internationalize beyond Europe.
INSERT: Figure 4 Cover special issue 72, April 2002
Digital technologies have provided for greater dissemination of ERLACS articles to scholars. In 2012 ERLACS was added to many online indexing and database services such as Elsevier’s SCOPUS, Ebsco SocINDEX and JSTOR – Journal Storage. Scholars researching specific topics could access ERLACS articles without ever having seen this journal before. However, copyright was still held by CEDLA as the publisher, and a ‘moving wall’ of one year was maintained before new issues were made available to the services. To date, JSTOR has the only complete archive of ERLACS and its previous titles back to the first issue in April, 1965 (see note 2). The Index and articles from 1998 have been provided on the CEDLA website giving free access, but are not supported by a database. 
	With the launch of www.erlacs.org in April, 2013, the journal joined the ranks of open access journals with a website and database supported by Utrecht University Library Open Access Journals – Uopen. ERLACS now provides immediate open access to its content on the principle that making research freely available to the public supports a greater global exchange of knowledge. The content of its articles is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY 3.0 License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/) which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. Copyright is retained by the author(s).
	ERLACS is now listed with the DOAJ – Directory of Open Access Journals, JournalTOCS, Latindex and others. Since the implementation of open access, the Editorial Board has seen a threefold increase in the number of articles being submitted, with noticeably more scholars from Latin America writing in Spanish. 
	Fifty years of publication has seen an amazing change in the way the content of this journal has been made available. ERLACS will continue to develop and adapt to the new technologies and possibilities of providing knowledge to anyone anywhere. 
